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irrigation in Bengal, the return which is yielded is
only |- per cent. This conclusion was abundantly
verified after a most careful and exhaustive in-
vestigation of the entire subject by the committee
which sat during the Sessions of 1878 and 1879.
In their report, which has lately been published,
and which was drawn up with much ability by the
chairman of the committee, Lord George Hamilton,
it is shown that, in the case of many irrigation
works, the return which is yielded, far from paying
the interest on the capital expended, does not even
suffice to meet the working expenses. Some works
of irrigation have undoubtedly proved to be very
remunerative ; but it is clearly shown by elaborate
statistical returns which have been summarised in
the report of the committee, that, with the single
exception of the works in Scinde, the schemes from
which large profits are secured are either old native
works, like the Eastern and Western Jumna Canals,
and the Cauvery anicut, which have been restored
by British agency, or works which have been con-
structed under exceptionally favourable conditions,
such, as the Godavery and Kristnah. Thus, taking
the year 1875-76, the latest for which the official
figures are given, it appears that up to that time,
without including the value of the old native works,
15,562,655?. had been expended on schemes of